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You have different rights depending on 
where you and your property are located

Private Public

Some 
Examples

● Homes
● Parts of workplaces only accessible to 

employees

● Walking on the street
● Driving or riding in a car
● Parts of workplaces open to the 

public 

General Rules ICE needs a warrant from a judge 
or your consent to enter or search

ICE only needs reasonable 
suspicion to make an arrest 

Notes ● Allowed to pat down above clothing for 
officer safety

● Plain view (because this is actually 
public)

● Parts of cars like the trunk or glove 
box and “closed” property like bags 
and pockets are actually private 
and protected by the 4th Amd.

★ These  4th Amendment rights apply to eve ryone  regardle ss of immigration status. 



What are your rights 
at home?
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Know Your Rights: Residences
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Private houses

Apartments

Shelters

Supportive housing



Know Your Rights: Residences

5

The home includes curtilage : the area immediately surrounding a 
home where home-related activities take place
Examples:

❏ Area just outside  a home  entrance (e .g. doorstep)
❏ Garage or driveway
❏ Space  or yard inside of a closed prope rty fence  or gate

(especially if locked!)
❏ Hallways inside  of apartment buildings

**ICE must leave if they don’t have a warrant AND you tell them they can’t be there .**



THINK:
- NO INFO
- NO ENTRY
- NO SEARCH

1. Don’t open the door. Ask ICE to leave. 
2. Identify who you are talking to: ask for ID 

and a warrant.
3. If officers are inside, ask ICE to leave.
4. Don’t give ICE documents or information. 
5. Tell them you don’t want them to search.

Key Points: ICE AT YOUR HOME

★ These  rights apply to eve ryone  regardle ss of your immigration status. 



ICE officers are trained to lie to enter homes without a judicial warrant.

Why does ICE use ruses?

JUDICIAL 
WARRANT ENTRY OR CONSENT 

ICE rarely has a judicial 
warrant.

ICE uses ruses or 
intimidation to get consent.



You have the right not to open the door
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●All conversations can be  had with a closed door
● If you open your door a crack, ICE may push the ir 

way in even though this is not consent for them to 
ente r.



Identify who is at your door
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BEFOREopening the door or answering questions:

➔ Ask to see  the ir badge

➔ Ask them for their name and to slide  a card under the  door.

➔ Ask: ARE YOU NYPD (or local police)?

➔ Ask them what specific precinct they work at

➔ Ask them if they have  a warrant and to slide  a warrant under the  door. Take  
a photo of it!



Immigration warrant = no entry
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● ICE typically doesn’t have  a warrant signed by a judge .

● They usually have  a document signed by an ICE supe rvisor that has 
the  word “warrant” written on it.

● Administrative ICE warrants do not permit ICE to enter or search a 
home



Judicial warrants and ICE warrants
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If you identify ICE at your door and they don’t have a warrant that 
gives them pe rmission to ente r, you can ask them to leave  
without opening the  door.

Everyone  can repeat these  phrases in the ir best language :
➔ I DO NOT WANT TO TALK TO YOU
➔ I DO NOT WANT TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS
➔ I DO NOT GIVE YOU PERMISSION TO COME INSIDE
➔ PLEASE LEAVE A CARD WITH YOUR NAME AND 

NUMBER
➔ I DO NOT WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU; PLEASE LEAVE
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If ICE is at your Door



If ICE agents force their way into a home or search without 
consent, you can still say that you don’t consent. 

Everyone  can repeat these  phrases in the ir best language :
➔ I DO NOT CONSENT TO YOU BEING IN MY HOME. 

PLEASE LEAVE.
➔ I DO NOT CONSENT TO THIS SEARCH.
➔ I DO NOT WANT TO GIVE YOU ANY DOCUMENTS.
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If ICE Ignores Your Rights



What are your rights 
in public? 
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Know Your Rights: In Public Places
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On the street

At probation/parole

At courthouses

Driving or riding in a car

In public places in workplaces



Know Your Local Laws

The rights we are discussing today are nationwide.

Some places also have important local or state protections.

● New York State has statewide legislation called the Protect Our 
Courts Act, prohibiting ICE arrests in or around courthouses. 

● New York City has laws protecting city property – ICE should not be 
allowed to enter schools or shelters without a judicial warrant.

* Unfortunately, we anticipate ICE will rescind its “sensitive places” 
guidance in place since 2011.

https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/ice-courts/
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/ice-courts/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/about/local-laws-executive-orders.page
https://www.ice.gov/about-ice/ero/protected-areas
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THINK:
- NO INFO
- NO SEARCH

1. Ask if you are free to go.
2.   Stay silent.
3.   Don’t give false or foreign documents.
4. Don’t give them permission to 
search.

Key points: ICE IN PUBLIC

★These  rights apply to eve ryone  regardle ss of 
your immigration status. 



Know Your Rights: In Public Places

Important Points:
● ICE doesn’t need a judicial warrant to arre st someone  in public or to 

stop a car.

● But ICE does need reasonable suspicion to be lieve  people  are  he re  
in violation of immigration law - which is why silence  is important.

● ICE usually knows the  pe rson they are  targe ting - but othe rs nearby 
may be  at risk at the  same  time .

● ICE sometimes collects information or finge rprints from othe r people  
who are  near an arre st. 



What if ICE asks for my name in public?

Everyone has a right to remain silent whenever ANY officer asks 
questions (ICE, local police, FBI, etc.). 

Some tips on how to handle being asked for your name by an officer:

1. Identify who is questioning you (ICE, local police, FBI, etc.). 
2. Assess whether refusing to give your name will be used by ICE to 

escalate the situation
3. Assert your right to remain silent if that feels the safest in the moment.

➔ I AM INVOKING MY RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. I DO NOT WANT 
TO ANSWER QUESTIONS.

Remember: DON’T lie  to law enforcement or give  false  documents



● Ask if you are  free  to go.  If they say yes, leave .
● If they say no, invoke  your right to remain silent.
● You can re fuse  to give  your ID to ICE.*

SAY: I DO NOT WANT TO GIVE YOU MY DOCUMENTS.
● Assess your safe ty. If you fee l forced to show ID, conside r whe the r 

you have  a valid ID that does not say your place  of birth or 
immigration status. 

REMEMBER: Never give  false  documents!I
*Some states require you to show ID to local police. Check what the laws are in your state. 

What if ICE asks for my ID in public?



What should I do if ICE stops my car?

These slides cover car stops by ICE, not by CBP.  

For more resources on CBP checkpoints and car stops:

● ACLU’s Know Your Rights with Borde r Patrol infographic and FAQ, 
which explains more  about CBP car stops

● Speak with local immigrant rights organizations for specific rights-
based advice  and trends around CBP car stops in your area

https://www.aclu-sdic.org/sites/default/files/kyr-2-pg-flyer-final_1.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/border-zone#how-does-this-work-in-real-life-cbp-at-immigration-checkpoints


What should I do if ICE stops my car?

ICE does not need a judicial warrant to stop a car. 

But it’s not always clear WHO pulling over your car with sirens or lights.  
Pull over and ask questions to find out if the officers are ICE and why 
they stopped you.

➢ “ARE YOU THE POLICE?” 
➢ “ARE YOU HIGHWAY PATROL?”
➢ “ARE YOU IMMIGRATION?” 
➢ “WHY AM I BEING STOPPED?”



What should I do if ICE stops my car?

Assess the situation and your safety. ICE officers can sometimes 
be aggressive during a car stop, and might not wait for you to roll 
down the window or get out of the car.

They could try to open the door and break the window to pull 
someone out of the car or try to take fingerprints of everyone in 
the car.



What if ICE asks for my ID if I am in a car?

● If you are a driver: 
○ ICE can demand your driver’s license. 
○ You still have the right to remain silent.

● If you are not a driver and are a passenger : 
○ You have the right to remain silent
○ AND you can refuse to give an ID if ICE asks for it.* 
○ SAY:I DO NOT CONSENT TO GIVING YOU MY DOCUMENTS.

IMPORTANT:
● DO NOT lie  or show false  or fore ign documents.
● DO NOT answer any questions about your criminal or immigration history.

*This could be 
different in each 
state. Talk to 
your local 
immigrant rights 
organization or 
public 
defenders. 



What if ICE asks for my fingerprints in 
public?
● ICE is only allowed to take fingerprints if they have reasonable 

suspicion you violated an immigration law or after they have 
arrested you.  

● If you are not under arrest by ICE and they ask to take your 
fingerprints, ask: Why am I being fingerprinted?

● If they start to fingerprint you and you don’t want them to, say:

➔ I DO NOT CONSENT TO GIVING MY FINGERPRINTS

They may still take  your fingerprints but you should repeat that you don’t consent. It may he lp 
you in court.



ICE needs a judicial warrant or your consent to search your bag, 
inside  your pocke ts, or the  glove  box or trunk of your car!

● ICE cannot search these  things without a warrant or your 
consent. SAY: 
➔ I DON’T CONSENT TO YOU SEARCHING ME.

● If office rs search your be longings or your car, SAY: 
➔ I DON’T CONSENT TO YOU SEARCHING MY BELONGINGS. 
➔ I DON’T CONSENT TO YOUR SEARCHING MY CAR.

They may still search & claim it is for office r safe ty. You should repeat that you don’t consent. It may he lp 
you in court.

If ICE stops me in public can they search 
my belongings? 



What are your rights 
at work?
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Know Your Rights: Businesses

Important Points:
● ICE needs a judicial warrant or consent to ente r private 

areas of a business.
○ Train staff not to talk to ICE or give  consent.
○ Trying to e scape  can put people  in danger and give  ICE 

pre tense  to de tain them. 
● Employers do not have  to he lp ICE to identify or sort 

worke rs.



Make the Road New York

Make the Road 
NY’s five 
community-based 
offices in and 
around NYC have 
this sign at the 
entrance:



Resources for Businesses

● NILC and NELP have  a guide  for employe rs (2024) 
● NYLPI has a guide  for nonprofits (2024)

https://www.nilc.org/resources/a-guide-for-employers-what-to-do-if-immigration-comes-to-your-workplace/
https://www.nylpi.org/resource/guidance-to-nonprofits-regarding-immigration-enforcement/


What to do if you witness an 
ICE raid
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Why should I document an ICE raid?
● You could he lp the  pe rson’s legal case  by video recording or writing 

down de tails, even if you do not know the person being arrested.

● This may he lp track trends of local ICE practices

● Share  this info re sponsibly with a trusted immigrant rights group in 
your community. 

● Conside rations about sharing on social media:
○ Try to ve rify information be fore  putting it out in public 
○ Do not share  unverified raids on social media
○ DRUM published a guide to sharing raids on social media. This is from 

2017 but still ve ry use ful re source . 

NYCLU resource  on right to film ICE (English/e spañol) - NY-specific

https://www.drumnyc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/ABriefGuideforReportingRaidsonSocialMedia.docx.pdf
https://www.nyclu.org/resources/know-your-rights/you-have-right-film-ice
https://www.nyclu.org/resources/know-your-rights/tienes-derecho-a-filmar-las-acciones-de-ice


Be Safe While Recording a Raid
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● You can film ICE as long as you don’t “inte rfe re” with the ir “dutie s” and 
don’t do it in secre t.

● REMEMBER:It could be  dange rous to run to ge t a phone  or reach into 
your pocke t. Be aware of the physical safety of everyone involved.

● You can document a raid by taking a photo or by writing down what you 
witnessed afte r the  fact.

● If ICE office rs ask you to hand ove r your phone , don’t physically re sist 
them. 

○ SAY: I DON’T CONSENT TO GIVING YOU MY PHONE.  I DON’T 
CONSENT TO A SEARCH OF MY PHONE.



What do I need to document?
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Regardless of whether you take a video, photo, or write down what you 
witnessed, it’s helpful to document the following information:

● Where and when was the encounter with ICE? 

● How did ICE officers present themselves?
○ Pre tend to be  police?  Re fused to identify themse lves? How many office rs?

● What did the ICE officers say? 
○ Lied to ente r the  home , intimidated anyone , or used ve rbal/physical force?

● Was consent given?
○ ICE office rs’ reaction if not given consent to ente r/search

★ Find more  information on IDP’s home  raids poste r!

https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/know-your-rights-with-ice/#ICE-home-raids-poster


Resources for 
Community Trainings
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Footage of car stop in Hudson, NY on March 5, 2019.

Videos for discussion
● How is the officer(s) 

behaving? How do 
they identify 
themselves?

● How is the 
community member 
invoking their 
rights?

● Is there anything the 
community member 
could have done 
differently? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8z7HkHVP6oU
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1dxhBtYXpMXtJvNihnD_TdBtymCJq7N27/view


Videos for discussion
● How is the officer(s) 

behaving? How do 
they identify 
themselves?

● How is the 
community member 
invoking their 
rights?

● Is there anything the 
community member 
could have done 
differently? 

Cell phone footage of a home ICE arrest in Portland, 
Oregon - October 2017.  

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1PX8ConvgC4Dw6hhAR2aVQbZBYdB91K0i/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjUCJf6PGJU


Videos for discussion
● How is the officer(s) 

behaving? How do 
they identify 
themselves?

● How is the 
community member 
invoking their 
rights?

● Is there anything the 
community member 
could have done 
differently? 

Video of a human chain in Tennessee - July 2019 -
NowThis News.

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1tUUjwwyN8gmoktHCf7tY99uaA0hKIGkf/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAQ5A4pRtOU
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